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Urban Aeries
Increased opportunities and 
awareness for Houston’s 
avian citizens. Houston is a full-time 

home to dozens of species of birds and a 

major birding resort and destination. Each year 

the Houston economy, situated in the middle of the spring 

avian migration super highway, benefits from flocking birds 

and corresponding flocks of people. In pleasant conditions and 

under general circumstances both humans and birds peacefully coexist 

during this transitional period. Current research conducted by the Houston Audubon 

society indicates that few of these species 

are seen in downtown Houston. In fact, 

the Houston Survey shows that few birds 

in general are ever sighted inside the inner 

loop. Is this an observational over-sight or 

is downtown Houston bypassed by flocks 

of migratory birds? To our advantage, 

downtown Houston has the highest density 

of humans (observers) in the city. More than 

4,000 people live in the core of downtown 
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with over 140,000 people working there. 17,000 students attend downtown colleges, 

and approximately 30 million people visit downtown annually for conventions, sporting 

events, and entertainment purposes (http://www.houstondowntown.com). A potential 

exists to activate a latent community of bird observers already in downtown Houston.  

Urban Aeries proposes to bring the flocking 
birds and the commuting humans together 
with a series of urban interventions.  A  

combination of avian roost and porte-cochere, Urban Aeries 

is designed to raise awareness of Houston’s unique avian 

citizens and provide cover for Houston’s least desirable 

parking spots. More than just for its bi-species functional attributes, Urban Aeries 

is designed to conceptually align the two species, highlighting our various and similar 

patterns (flying north for spring, south for winter vs. into the city in the morning, out of the 

city in the evening) and our shared urban experiences. Urban Aeries is a joint project with 

Ned Dodington and Melissa McDonnell.  With the help of the RDA we will prototype one 

urban roosting and observational structure. During the prototyping phase we will establish 

relationships with several downtown garage owners. Once the prototype is complete, we 

will install the Urban Aerie for testing and observation. We also hope to engage the Houston 

Audubon Society for their participation and resources. In order to best suit both human 

and avian species each Urban Aerie will contain the following programmatic elements: 
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1. Specific design elements for a particular 
bird species; We anticipate at least three typologies of species specific Urban 

Aeries. These will be categorized as follows: tree-limb, brush, and cliff and will correspond 

to a particular segment of the bird species that finds each environment the most suitable. 

For instance, pigeons are cliff birds and prefer high and sheer roosting surfaces. Swallows 

however find trees most amenable. These are just two examples of a wide range of  bird 

roosting typologies. 

2. Tunable Structure; Assuming that it will be very difficult to design 

for the ideal habitat for a given species a great deal of design flexibility will be designed into 

each typology, allowing for the manipulation and tuning of each perch.  

3. A human observation component. Each Aerie will 

allow for one or two humans to man the station without detection from the birds for up-

close and personal bird-watching. 

4. Protection from droppings; as with any animal shelter 

the waste from the inhabitants must be considered. Adequate protection to cars, and 

pedestrians below will be integrated into the design.

Target Species

Urban Aeries: Design Logic
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A three dimensional 
gradient will be 

determined based on 
a range of optimal 

nesting dimensions

Food sources, 
water and 

nesting 
patterns will 
arranged on 

the grid.

Food, water and 
shelter systems will 

be combined in a 
plug-and-play 

manner for easy 
change and “tuning.” 
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Migratory Birds
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Potential Aerie locations in downtown Houston.
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Urban Aerie // Prototype A
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Urban Aerie // Prototype B


