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the glass-like fragility of this 
artificial forest, built of an intri-
cate lattice of small transparent 
acrylic tiles, is visually breath-
taking. Its frond extremities arch 
uncannily towards those who 
venture into its midst, reaching 
out to stroke and be stroked 
like the feather or fur or hair of 
some mysterious animal. Bees-
ley’s Hylozoic Soil stands as a 
magically moving contempo-
rary symbol of our aptitude for 
empathy and the creative pro-
jection of living systems

[Fundacion Telefonica Jury, 1st 
prize, VIDA 11.0]
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the reaction
Philip Beesley’s work has been featured in local, national and international press across 
the globe. Critics describe the work as: 

‘fl oated like a waking dream…suspended in 
   an opalescent membrane’
   — Robert Everett-Green, GLOBE AND MAIL

‘extraordinarily beautiful and reverent’
   — Gary Michael Dault, GLOBE AND MAIL

‘symphony of pure sensation’
   — Ben Lensink, SCHREEF DE TWENTSCHE COURANT TUBANTIA
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Breathe with me Seymour!
by Vanessa Farquharson

Th e National Post



Poet Farrell . Sponsorship . 242 Indian Road  Toronto  ON  Canada  M6R 2W9 . 416.821.2707 . poet@hylozoicground.com
Canada Pavilion Philip Beesley . 12th International Architecture Exhibition Venice Biennale . La Biennale di Venezia 2010 

Partly cloudy
High -4
Details, D6

TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 22, 2009 

S E RV I N G K I T C H E N E R ,  WAT E R L O O ,  C A M B R I D G E A N D T H E T OW N S H I P S

R
00

15
32

62
8

Up in smoke:
Copenhagen 
was a missed 
opportunity
Opinions, A11

Mechanical fronds, filters and whiskers react to movement and sound, acting as a living mechanical forest in Hylozoic Ground, the creation of

UW architecture professor Philip Beesley which will represent Canada at the Venice Biennale in Architecture in Italy next September. Story, B1.

Enchanted forest

PHILIP BEESLEY ARCHITECT INC. 

KITCHENER — The city is warning resi-
dents not to buy meat from an unlicensed
butcher with a history of health code vio-
lations after a court ordered the shop per-
manently shut. 

Egon Spreitzer, owner of Spreitzer Meats
Ltd., was ordered by a Superior Court judge
last week to immediately close the doors of
the business and was prohibited from sell-
ing meat. According to the city, Spreitzer
has been operating without a licence since
June. 

It was only the second time in a decade
that the city moved in to remove a business
licence because of non-compliance. 

The city alleges that, in spite of the court
ruling, the shop remains open. An inspector
following up on the court order was able to
enter the shop on Thursday, said Randy

Gosse, the city’s director of legislated ser-
vices.

“The seriousness is that the suspension
and the revocation are all based on health
issues,” he said. 

City wants butcher to cease
Court ordered shop with history of health code violations shuttered permanently
By Melinda Dalton, Record staff

‰ Meat continued on page A2

CAMBRIDGE — Cambridge’s
failed dog park along the Grand
River may be going to the bees.

The Ancient Mariner’s canoe
club wants to turn the unkempt
meadow in Riverbluffs Park into a
nature preserve for insects — bees
especially.

The idea of “Pollinator Park”
grew out of talk among the 120-
member club to remember friends
who died, said past president Bob
Fraser.

After Linda Rhodes passed
away early last year, members
looked to the green space behind
their clubhouse along a city hik-
ing trail as a memorial area. They
already planted 70 trees there over
the past two years, in co-operation
with the city.

Transforming the area into a
living bee park was proposed by
club member Jim Dyer, after his
involvement with a similar nature
preserve at a Guelph landfill.

All the overgrown area needs is
a little grass cutting and a few
signs to become a happy home for
wild and domestic bees, along
with other wildlife, Fraser said.

“It’s going to be a long-term
thing,” Fraser said. “We might
plant some shrubs. There’s al-
ready trees in the back that were
part of the dog park and we need to
just develop some wildflowers for

the bees and butterflies.”
City councillors consider the

idea of a bee preserve Jan. 4.
The city spent $20,000 to fence

the hectare-sized area in 2007 to
create the city’s first off-leash dog
park.

Complaints from neighbours
about barking prompted city
council to close it in March 2008. A
new dog park was created to re-
place it along Maple Grove Road,
north of the Toyota factory. City
staff continue looking for a second
dog park location in south Cam-
bridge.

The fencing was removed and
the area left to grow wild last year. 

Bee preserve
proposed for park 

WATERLOO REGION — For
more than two years, Grand River
Transit has put off a human rights
demand that it assist blind pas-
sengers by announcing all bus
stops. 

Politicians figure they can stall
no longer, after three other transit
services were hauled before a
human rights tribunal for not
acting fast enough. 

Regional council is now consid-
ering hiking taxes $200,000 in 2010
to launch the technology to auto-
matically announce all stops. 

The proposed tax increase
would build to $900,000 a year by
2013. 

“We don’t have any choice,”
Regional Chair Ken Seiling said.
All passengers will benefit, he
said, and transit is already mov-
ing toward the upgrade. 

Pending council approval,
almost 90 per cent of buses would
announce stops by the end of 2010. 

Digital readouts would display
stops for the hard-of-hearing. 

Calling out
bus stops
is going to
get pricey
for GRT
By Jeff Outhit, Record staff

‰ Bus stops continued on page A8

NAZARETH, ISRAEL — Just in time for Christmas,
archaeologists on Monday unveiled what may have been
the home of one of Jesus’ childhood neighbours.

The humble dwelling is the first dating to the era of
Jesus to be discovered in Nazareth, then a hamlet of
around 50 impoverished Jewish families where Jesus
spent his boyhood.

House from Jesus’ time
unearthed in Nazareth

DAN BALILTY, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rev. Jack Karam walks the site of the first dwelling in
Nazareth that can be dated back to the time of Jesus.

By Diaa Hadid

‰ Dwelling continued on page A8
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WATERLOO — For the second time in a
row the University of Waterloo is re-
presenting Canada at one of the world’s
largest and most prestigious showcases for
architecture and design.

“It seems like a huge honour and a huge
comment on the quality of the work that is
going on here,” Rick Haldenby, director of
the University of Waterloo school of archi-
tecture, said.

The Canadian Pavilion at the Venice
Biennale in Architecture next September
will feature an installation by Philip Bees-
ley, who teaches at the UW school of archi-
tecture.

“It’s very much at the edge,” Haldenby
said.

Beesley’s installation is called Hylozoic
Ground — a reference to the philosophy that
all matter has life.

Hylozoic Ground looks like bunches of
fish net and tangles of fibre-optic cable,
thick spider webs and big snowflakes hang-
ing from the ceiling. But it’s really a net-
work of mechanical fronds, filters and whis-
kers that sense and respond to the human
body. 

“It’s really quite stunning. The thing
behaves like a kind of organism. Movement
in one part induces movement in other
parts,” Haldenby said.

When you walk among the material
thousands of sensors pick up your move-
ments, changes in air pressure, body heat
and sounds. The information is quickly
used by computers to create a breathing
motion that draws visitors into “the shim-
mering depths of a forest of light.”

In addition to teaching at the school of
architecture Beesley also works in digital
media art though his Toronto-based prac-
tice called Philip Beesley Architect Inc. For
Hylozoic Ground he worked with Andrew
Hunter, an artist, writer and curator, and
Rob Gorbet, a technology artist who teaches
in the University of Waterloo’s department
of electrical and computer engineering.

Their installation was selected by the
Canada Council for the Arts to represent
this country at the famous show in Venice
next fall.

44° to 66°: Regional Responses to Sustain-
able Architecture in Canada was at the Bien-
nale two years ago. It was curated by John
McMinn of the UW school of architecture
and Marco Polo of Ryerson University. Cam-
bridge Galleries managed it.

“From being involved in the last Canadi-
an Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, now to
be directly involved in this one, seems un-
precedented to me,” Haldenby said.

Beesley’s installation ties into the re-
search at the school of architecture where
students and faculty study and develop
what are called responsive building enve-
lopes. That is, buildings that respond to
changes in sunlight, wind and temperature

by automatically opening blinds, turning
on heaters or turning off the central air.
Sensors are placed around the building and
tied into a central computer.

“Philip’s project is a completely im-
mersive architectural installation,” Hal-
denby said.

“It really is a kind of cavelike situation
but then it’s a cave that is constantly mov-
ing and changing,” Haldenby said. “It is
made out of hundreds of thousands of little
parts, and then by modifying itself to re-
spond to the presence of an individual it
modifies the whole system. It portends an
architecture that is both reactive to internal
stimuli and also external stimuli.

UW design acclaimed again 
Second time work 
from architecture school
chosen for prestigious
Venice exhibition
By Terry Pender, Record staff

tpender@therecord.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Architecture professor Philip Beesley’s Hylozoic Ground project was selected to represent
Canada at the Venice Biennale in Architecture. It looks like a tangle of fishnet and cable, but
it is a network of fronds, filters and whiskers that respond to the human body.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Artist, writer and curator Andrew Hunter
(top), architecture professor Philip Beesley
and technology artist Rob Gorbet worked
on the University of Waterloo’s Hylozoic
Ground project.

WATERLOO — After more than a year of
funding uncertainty and public debate,
blades finally hit the ice at the brand new
outdoor skating rink in the Waterloo
Public Square Sunday.

“It gives the community a reason to go
outside in the winter and be with other
people, be together with their family and
friends,” said Tracy Suerich, program
co-ordinator for the square. “The rink
really calls people out to do that in the
wintertime when we all want to be hud-
dled up in front of the fire.”

More than 300 people filtered through
the square on the rink’s opening day. On
Monday, dozens more were out taking
advantage of the free skating rink on the
first official day of the school break. 

When the square was built last year,
the city spent about $300,000 to install
coolant pipes under the concrete in antic-
ipation of a rink. But, when the project
wasn’t chosen for federal and provincial
stimulus dollars, the city was left without
enough cash to build it. 

Skaters take to ice in Public Square

DAVID BEBEE, RECORD STAFF

Santa Claus makes an appearance at the unofficial opening of the outdoor ice pad at
Waterloo Public Square. More than 300 people came out to see the new ice rink.

By Melinda Dalton, Record staff

‰ Skaters continued on page B2

CAMBRIDGE — A Kitchener woman is facing
several charges after police allege she was speed-
ing and drunk while driving along Highway 401
with her baby in the back seat.

Cambridge OPP say the woman was clocked
doing 164 kilometres per hour in the eastbound
lanes, near the Highway 24 exit, around 9 p.m.
Saturday. The posted speed limit is 100 kilometres
per hour.

Police pulled her over but the woman’s car
began rolling back, almost hitting the officer’s
cruiser. 

The officer noticed that the woman appeared
impaired and called for a female officer to come
and search her. When the other officer arrived,
police say the woman began swinging her arms
and kicking her legs. 

Family and Children’s Services of Waterloo
Region were called and the woman’s husband
came to pick up the child.

The 35-year-old woman has been charged with
assault with intent to resist arrest, dangerous
operation of a motor vehicle, impaired driving
and having a blood-alcohol content over .08.

Mother faces charges
of impaired driving
with baby in car

Record staff
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UW Design Acclaimed Again
by Terry Pender

Waterloo Region Record
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Philip Beesley représentera le Canada 
à la Biennale de Venise

L E  D E V O I R ,  L E  M E R C R E D I  1 6  D É C E M B R E  2 0 0 9 B  11

CU L TURE

U n projet d’architecture expérimentale de la
firme Philip Beesley Architect Inc. (PBAI)

représentera le Canada à l’édition 2010 de la
Biennale de Venise l’automne prochain.

Intitulé Hylozoic Ground, le projet sélectionné
par le Conseil des arts du Canada (CAC) explo-
re les qualités de la nature sauvage au moyen
d’une installation immersive et numérique.
Avec ses capteurs tactiles capables de sentir la
présence humaine, l’installation qui prendra pla-
ce dans le pavillon canadien sera composée
d’entrelacs intrigants de grillages, de filtres et
d’efflorescences mécaniques.

Philip Beesley, architecte mais aussi créateur

de nombreux prototypes numériques de pointe
pour la scène, souhaite que son œuvre interacti-
ve amène les visiteurs dans les «profondeurs
brillantes de la forêt». L’œuvre a été réalisée avec
l’aide d’Andrew Hunter, artiste indépendant et
conservateur, et de Rob Gorbet, professeur de
mécanique à l’Université de Waterloo.

Le jury indépendant responsable de la sélec-
tion était composé d’Angela Grauerholz, du
Centre de design de l’UQAM, de Brigitte Shim
(Shim-Sutcliffe Architects, Toronto) et de Mark
Wasiuta (Colombia University, New York).

Le Devoir

ARCHITECTURE

Philip Beesley représentera 
le Canada à la Biennale de Venise

I S A B E L L E  P A R É

L e TNM fera tandem avec les milieux d’affaires
et l’hôpital Sainte-Justine pour présenter deux

spectacles-bénéfice destinés à introduire l’art en
milieu hospitalier et à offrir un moment de bon-
heur aux enfants hospitalisés et à leurs familles. 

Hier, le TNM a fait savoir qu’une représenta-
tion spéciale de 40 minutes de la comédie humai-
ne Le Bourgeois gentilhomme, mise en scène et
animée par le comédien Benoît Brière, sera pré-
sentée le vendredi 29 janvier à 15h au CHU Sain-
te-Justine, à l’intention des jeunes patients qui ne
peuvent se déplacer. Une autre représentation de
70 minutes, celle-là ouverte au grand public, sera
ensuite offerte le 30 janvier à 11h au TNM, pour
amasser quelque 200 000 $ pour l’hôpital pédia-
trique universitaire. De nombreux commandi-

taires, dont CAE, Groupe aéroplan, la Bourse de
Montréal, Cascades, L’Oréal, Ogilvy Renault, So-
bey’s et Via Rail, permettront la présentation de
ces spectacles inédits. 

Sans donner plus de détails, Benoît Brière a
fait savoir hier qu’il offrira au jeune public une
version écourtée de la pièce lors de ces spec-
tacles, redessinés à hauteur d’enfants sans pour
autant être didactiques. 

Pour l’occasion, Benoît Brière interprétera tour
à tour Molière et M. Jourdain, dans une sorte d’ini-
tiation au théâtre classique. Tous les comédiens de
la distribution participeront à ces événements, sauf
Guy Jodoin, qui incarnera M. Jourdain dans les re-
présentations courantes du Bourgeois gentilhomme,
qui prend l’affiche à compter du 12 janvier. 

Le Devoir

THÉÂTRE

Le Bourgeois gentilhomme 
à Sainte-Justine

PHILIP BEESLEY ARCHITECT INC.

Hylozoic Ground explore les qualités de la nature sauvage au moyen d’une installation immersive
et numérique.

R io de Janeiro — L’architec-
te brésilien Oscar Nie-

meyer a fêté hier ses 102 ans et
dirige encore plusieurs projets,
dont la rénovation du Sambo-
drome de Rio de Janeiro, où se
déroulent les somptueux défi-
lés du carnaval.

«Je viens tous les jours au bu-
reau, même le samedi», affirme
celui qui a révolutionné l’architec-
ture moderne avec ses courbes

dée des gradins du Sambodro-
me qu’il a construit en 1983.

La rénovation du Sambodro-
me devra être terminée pour le
carnaval de 2011.

«Avoir 102 ans est une merde
et il n’y a rien à commémorer»,
sauf le fait, selon lui, de voir que
le Brésil est devenu plus «égali-
taire depuis l’arrivée au pouvoir
d’un ancien ouvrier», le prési-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

minales et a été opéré à deux re-
prises, d’abord de la vésicule bi-
liaire et une semaine plus tard
d’une tumeur au colon. Il est
sorti de l’hôpital le 17 octobre
après 24 jours d’hospitalisation.

Depuis, le constructeur de
Brasilia a repris son crayon et
travaille à conclure le «complexe
Niemeyer de Niteroi», la ville bré-
silienne qui, après la capitale, ac-
cueille le plus d’œuvres de l’ar-

BRÉSIL

Oscar Niemeyer fête ses 102 ans 
en travaillant!

Le Devoir
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Th is Art Bites
by Tim McKeough

Wired Magazine
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Philip Beesley Envisions an Architecture 
Th at Breathes and Grows 

by Terri Peters

Mark Magazine
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Philip Beesley, Implant Matrix
Geotessile interattivo/Interactive geotextile

www.philipbeesleyarchitect.com

Domus Magazine



Poet Farrell . Sponsorship . 242 Indian Road  Toronto  ON  Canada  M6R 2W9 . 416.821.2707 . poet@hylozoicground.com
Canada Pavilion Philip Beesley . 12th International Architecture Exhibition Venice Biennale . La Biennale di Venezia 2010 

Issue . Volume 75
Date . August 2004
Pages . Cover and 46-53

Orgone Reef
by Bob Sheil

AD Architectural Design Magazine
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Living in the City
by Hannah Devlin

Th e Times

‘Dr Rachel Armstrong, an architectural 
researcher from University College London, 
wants to transform buildings from being 
sterile, inert objects into entities that interact 
and evolve with the natural environment [...] 
"In the future, architecture will be literally 
alive,” she said. [...] Despite the research 
being at a relatively early stage, it has 
already come to the attention of commercial 
practitioners such as the Canadian archi-
tect Philip Beesley. He said: “Traditionally, 
the architecture industry is tremendously 
conservative but there’s a hunger for this 
technology. We could be seeing these 
buildings on our streets eight years from 
now.” Beesley is presenting a joint exhibi-
tion about the technology with Armstrong 
at the UN climate change conference in 
Copenhagen in December. [...] Armstrong 
believes that the solution to this problem 
could lie in the development of “protocells”: 
artificial cells that, while lacking DNA, can 
divide and replicate in a similar manner to 
living cells. If scientists can create such cells, 
Armstrong says that they could carry out the 
same function as the oil droplets, but be 
programmed to run on salty water, making 
them more self-sufficient.’
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Why Slime Oozes Appeal for the 
Planet’s Future

by Anna Winston

Building Design

‘But it is the protocells that seem to hold the 
most promise for the transformation of the 
built environment. Armstrong is working with 
a group of researchers to work out if they 
can programme the cells to calcify carbon 
dioxide, creating a solid bio-lime material. 
It’s hard to say exactly what all the possibili-
ties for this are, but Armstrong’s favourite 
example is sustainably reclaiming Venice 
by building a protocell reef under the city.’





Join us as a key supporter of the 
Canadian entry to the 12th International 
Architecture Exhibition Venice Biennale 

Poet Farrell, Hylozoic Ground - Fundraising and Sponsorship
242 Indian Road, Toronto, ON, Canada, M6R 2W9
poet@hylozoicground.com, 416.821.2707 
www.hylozoicground.com



Canada’s entry to the 12th International Architecture Exhibition Venice Biennale 


